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T h e  E s tat e s  at  Wat e r s  E d g e

Ryan   G arner   
Edmonton Journal

Head west for a leisurely 
drive, beyond the industrial 
yards along the Yellowhead 
Highway, through rolling 
parkland and past sprawl-
ing acreages on Highway 
43, until you reach the blink-
and-you’ll-miss-it hamlet of 
Gunn, Alberta. Hang a left at 
the ramshackle Esso station 
and you soon arrive at The 
Estates at Waters Edge, a 
lakefront oasis tucked amid 
the birch trees on the north-
east shore of Lac Ste. Anne.

Much more than a spot 
for Edmonton-area week-
end warriors, The Estates at 
Waters Edge offers a perma-
nent housing option 45 min-
utes from the downtown 
core. In fact, 70 per cent of 
the development’s single-
family homes are perma-
nent residences, delivering 
year-round enjoyment and 
the stability of a growing 
community.

Showcasing Lac Ste. Anne’s 
natural beauty, the develop-
ment features 133 lots — ap-
proximately 50 currently 
have homes on them — and 
employs a tiered approach on 
the sloping lakeside. 

“All of the lots are south-
facing, offering a view of the 
lake,” said Michael Arndt, 
development manager at 
Waters Edge Developments. 
“The homes closer to the 
lake have a bungalow style, 
while the two-storey homes 
are elevated to maintain that 
lake view.”

The gated development pro-
vides safety and security, but 
there isn’t anything cookie-
cutter about its homes. Home 
designs are intended to fit a 
variety of budgets and life-
styles, accommodating every-
thing from young families to 
empty nesters.

Staying within architec-
tural and landscaping guide-
lines, owners can decide to 
purchase an undeveloped lot 
and construct a home with 
their preferred builder. Or 
they can work with the Wat-
ers Edge architecture team, 
customizing each home to 
fit both its specific lot and 
owner preferences. 

Waters Edge homes range 
from 1,150 to more than 
2,500 square feet. Layouts 
and room sizes are custom-
izable, yards are fully land-
scaped, and owners have the 
choice of an attached or de-
tached garage.

“We really try to differ-
entiate ourselves and pro-
vide flexible options, work-
ing with the homebuilder to 
give them what they want,” 
Arndt said. “For instance, if 
someone wants bigger clos-
ets we can alter the plans 

to provide that. As long as 
the square footage isn’t in-
creased, people can custom-
ize how they want.”

Cordial without being 
cramped, sophisticated 
without being stuffy, The Es-
tates at Waters Edge delivers 
a space where homeowners 
can enjoy the best aspects of 
cottage country without the 
isolation. A beachfront park 
provides picnic space and a 
private boat launch makes 
water excursions easy. In 
addition, the clubhouse fea-
tures a kitchen, dining area 
and games room, allowing 
plenty of space to gather 
friends and family.

“Whether people want 
to build a home higher up, 
overseeing the entire de-
velopment, or right on the 
waterfront, it’s easy to get 
to the middle of the action,” 
Arndt said. “Everything is 
close by and convenient to 
access.”

Recreation opportun-
ities abound, regardless of 
the season. Summer activ-
ities include water sports 
and fishing, and walking 
trails throughout the de-
velopment gives residents a 
chance to get outdoors and 
enjoy the natural surround-
ings. A swimming pool is 
also in the works, offering 
an algae-free spot to work 
on your backstroke.

Winter provides an op-
portunity for snowmobil-
ing, cross-country skiing, 
snowshoeing and ice fishing. 
The development features an 
outdoor NHL-sized ice rink 
during the winter months, 
complete with a skate change 
and warm-up facility.

The Estates at Waters Edge 
also has an on-site storage 

yard for motorhomes, camp-
ers, snowmobiles and off-
road vehicles. That means 
roads and yards are free of 
recreational vehicles, limit-
ing clutter.

The development is at-
tracting people from across 

the province and beyond. 
Arndt estimates that 75 
per cent of buyers are from 
the Edmonton area, in-
cluding Spruce Grove and 
Sherwood Park, with buy-
ers ranging from Calgary to 
Saskatchewan and British 

Columbia.
Lot prices start in the 

low $100,000s. Two-bed-
room homes with fully 
landscaped lots start in 
the low $300,000s. Vis-
it watersedgeestates.ca for 
more information.

Cottage country without isolation
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The architectural team for The Estates at Waters Edge, on the northeast shore of Lac Ste. Anne, works with buyers to craft a space they can be comfortable in.

The Estates at Waters Edge offers natural beauty and recreational opportunities.

Oasis offers year-round residences 
45 minutes from downtown core

“It’s easy to get 
to the middle 
of the action.”
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Edmonton’s South West Family Community

STARTING IN THE $300’S
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COME ENJOY FOOD, SWEET TREATS,
A JUMPY CASTLE AND MORE.

SATURDAY, JUNE 6TH FROM 12- 4PM

YOU’RE INVITED TO ENJOY THE

SATURDAY, JUNE 6TH FROM 12- 4PM

YOU’RE INVITED TO ENJOY THE

SWEET LIFE

On Saturday, June 6th you can enjoy a variety of food and drinks.
Your kids can have fun in the Jumpy Castle and Face Painting with Miss Giggles.

Popcorn, Ice Cream and so much more are all available to enjoy.
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